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highest ridges on the chalk downs, and form the remnants of the
main Reading beds which once covered the Chalk. In Marlborough
Forest the beds are too thin and too disturbed to be valuable.
The Oldhaven and Biaekheath Beds form bands of sands and
pebbles. They occur near Biaekheath, Bromley, and near Old-
haven Gap east of Herne Bay, but are of small commercial
value.
The London Clay contains no commercially useful beds of sand,
but that which is mixed or stratified with it is of considerable
value in brick-making, the clay alone being much too plastic to
make satisfactory bricks. In some small areas, as at Watford
Heath, the London clay overlies 16 ft. of clean sand, and at Harrow
it is capped by Bagshot sands.
The Upper Eocene Beds, consisting of the Barton, Bracklesham,
and Bagshot beds, lie above the London clay, and occupy an area
from Chertsey and Weybridge west towards Woking, Aldershot,
Chobham, Bagshot, Ascot, and Sandhurst, and again between
Reading, ISTewbury, and Kingsclere. In the Hampshire basin
these beds occur over much of the New Forest and west to Wareham,
and extend in a narrow strip right across the Isle of Wight. These
beds are chiefly comprised in two large areas : (a) the London
basin, which is enclosed in a triangle, two of whose sides are formed
by two lines drawn from a point twenty miles west of Reading,
one passing through Norwich and the other through Canterbury;
(b) the Hampshire basin, which comprises the Isle of Wight and
a triangular area extending on the north to Salisbury, on the west
to Dorchester, and east to Newhaven. Unfortunately, the sands
in this large area are of small commercial value, as the beds are
small and the sands very impure.
The Bagshot Beds form the lowest strata of the Upper Eocene
formation and lie normally above the London clay, but are less
widely distributed. The main mass of this formation occupies
a large area bounded by Aldershot, Winchfield, Eversley, Woking-
ham, Ascot, Chertsey, Weybridge, Woking, and Ash, whilst smaller
patches occur between Reading, Newbury, and Kingsclere. In the
Hampshire area the Bagshot sands extend over the New Forest
and westwards to Wareham, and across to the east of the Isle of
Wight. The Bagshot beds also occur in the New Forest round
Bournemouth. Though known as sands, they are rich in clays
of a loamy character, and the more sandy portions are excellent
for mixing with the tougher London clay, but have little direct
commercial value.
In Essex the Bagshot series are limited to outliers near Brent-
wood, Rayleigh, east of Epping, Highbeech, Laingdon Hill, and a
few smaller patches. The outlier extending from north of Rayleigh
to just south of Hadleigh and south-west to Benfleet is of a very
irregular shape. Around Hadleigh it is covered with pebbly
gravel, but the remainder is practically free.
Bagshot sands form caps to the hills of Harrow, Hamstead, and